NICOTINATES and benzalkonium chloride (B.C1) cause inflammatory changes in human skin, thought to be dependent upon prostaglandin formation. This study has examined the effects of hexyl-nicotinate (HN) 
Introduction
Nicotinate esters have, for many years, been included in rubefacient preparations, which are thought to relieve pain by acting as counter irritants. Topical application of nicotinates to human skin has been shown to cause erythema, an increase in blood flow, oedema and leucocyte infiltration. 1'2 These compounds, together with benzalkonium chloride (B.Cl), a skin disinfectant which has also been shown to produce inflammatory effects in human skin, 3 
